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Minutes of the Chamber Food & Beverage Committee meeting with 

Volodymyr Lapa, Head of the State Service of Ukraine on Food Safety and Consumer Protection and Boris Kobal, Director of the Service Department on Food Safety and Veterinary Medicine

(October 3, 2017, Chamber office)

At the beginning of the meeting Volodymyr Lapa shared information that during the last working meeting of VRU Committee on Agrarian Policy and Land Relations, Olga Trofimtseva, Deputy Minister of Agrarian Policy and Food of Ukraine on European Integration stressed the importance of adoption of Draft Laws #2845 “On Feeds’ Safety and Hygiene”, #2845-1 “On Feeds”, #4126-1 “On Information for Consumers regarding Food Products”.

In this regard Volodymyr Lapa requested the Chamber to consolidate business communities’ comments and proposals to Draft Law #4126-1 “On Information for Consumers regarding Food Products” to speed up preparation of new wording for the first reading in the VRU. 

Among the other issues raised during this meeting were:

· National Plan of state control will be published at official Service’s web site upon approval on behalf of the Ministry of Agrarian Policy and Food of Ukraine and justification.

· The Service is expecting all goods flow to pass customs formalities through “Single Window” system starting spring 2018. Additionally, the Service is working on improving its organizational structure to consolidate 3 types of control (phytosanitary, sanitary-epidemiological and veterinary-sanitary) into the one state control conducted by a universal specialist.

· Lack of equipment at border inspection stations will be covered during 2018 from the state budget or donors’ funds.

· New rates for services in the sphere of veterinary medicine, safety and certain quality parameters of food products, plant protection (according to Draft Order of the Ministry of Agrarian Policy and Food of Ukraine “On Amendments to Order of the Ministry of Agrarian Policy and Food of Ukraine #96 dated February 13, 2013”) should be correlated with inflation index.

· The Service is working on establishment of TRACES system in test version which may become a pilot project. 

· Promotion of Draft Laws ##5134 – 5134-1 on sanitary and epidemiological welfare replacing outdated Law of Ukraine #4004-XII.

· Problems related to exporters’ register – exporters should provide the Service with a list of requirements of importing country or at least a copy of contract with necessary information.

· Duplication of responsibilities during issuance of veterinary documents.

· Current status of new version of Order #71 “On Approval of Veterinary Requirements to Objects of State Veterinary-Sanitary Control Importing to Ukraine” dated June 14, 2004: the Service is working on comments of EU Commission and interested WTO Members. 

Participants of the meeting had a productive discussion on the above issues which resulted in the following agreements:

· The Service shared a list of implementing regulations for the Law #2042-VIII “On State Control over Compliance with Legislation on Food Products, Feeds, Byproducts of Animal Origin, Animals’ Health and Welfare” (available here).

· The Chamber will provide the Service with a list of certain border control points violating subordination during customs control.

· The Chamber will prepare a Support Letter addressing the Ministry of Agrarian Policy and Food of Ukraine regarding simplification of the procedure of hygienic conclusions’ issuance (possibility of signing not only by Head of Service but also by Heads of local divisions).

· The Chamber will continue arranging discussions related to turnover of counterfeit and falsified products with participation of responsible state authorities;

· The Chamber will provide the Service with draft amendments to regulations related to responsibility for misprints and small mistakes in labelling as well as proposals related to application of Order of the Ministry of Economic Development and Trade of Ukraine  #914 on definition of basic units dated August 4, 2015.
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